Vera Isabel Leader�14th August 1919 – 24th December 2009








Vera was born and brought up in Battersea. Her mother died when she was 13 and she was then looked after by her Aunt Pauline who many of you will remember came to live with her in Henham.





As a teenager and young women she worshiped at Broomwood Methodist church and made friends there she would keep for life. She, Katie and Dorrie ran a girl's group called the pioneers which seemed to be similar to Girls' brigade.  They remained friends for life. Dorrie and her husband Ralph continued to worship at Broomwood so Vera was kept up to date with the people she knew from there.





During the war Vera worked for the gas board and would take turns to spend nights on the roof of the building fire watching, this is probably where she got her love of bonfires.  





Vera and Pauline lost their home and most of their belongings in the bombings.  Vera was very close to her cousin Norman and when he came home on leave he brought Albert with him and introduced them.  They were married in 1946 and came to live in Henham, first at 'The Laurels' then next door at Clematis Villa. 





Vera adjusted well to village life and most people had no idea she was a London girl.  Vera always had an open house and table, always wanting to feed people.  She never quite mastered the art of cooking for small numbers and if anyone visited at a mealtime there was always enough to go around. 





Her warm welcome extended to Alice, a blind lady who came to live with us for three years whilst her daughter did her teacher training.  In later years when Albert became unwell she supported him on home dialysis for many years, overcoming her fear of blood and needles to do this. At the end of this time Auntie Pauline was becoming unwell and Albert's brother John came to live for a year before he died as he was not well enough to look after himself.  The GP's reckoned she was running her own private nursing home. Vera never complained about this but just got on with it. 





At this time Pete, a friend of Chris's became 'Olive's third brother.  "He cut grass, visited and was a tremendous support in so many ways.  Vera and Albert had three children John, Olive and Chris.  Through John and Sue Vera had three grandchildren, Justin, Joanne and Ben and three great grandchildren Ellie, Gracie and Calum.  Vera's niece Sherrie kept in close touch and Vera had a warm relationship with her three boys Josh, Danny and Nathan. 





Vera was sad that Dennis, who was the last of the relatives on her side of the family, and his family were in Devon so she could not see them as often as she would have wished, but she kept in touch and followed Nancy and Fiona's progress over the years enjoying their family news. 





After Albert died Vera moved up the road to live with Olive and was soon included in the lives of Olive's friends, several of whom said they would be quite happy to adopt her.  Vera was a regular visitor to Lynette and John's home, and to Julie's which she loved because there was always lots of craft things to see and talk about. She would come away with lots of new ideas to try. 


Sue was her neighbour when Vera moved and she had lots of happy times next door, around the table being feed and particularly on Christmas Eve when we joined with other at Sue's house. When Sue moved she never lost touch and Vera enjoyed our lunches with soup and chat. 





Vera was very happy when Mick and Linda moved next door and so enjoyed watching their home being built having known Mick since he was a little boy and being a neighbour of Daisy, his mother for many years. Since they moved in they have been a great help and support to Vera and Olive, not least when Vera was in hospital providing practical as well as emotional support. 





Vera was naturally quiet but her warm caring nature always shone through. She enjoyed being with children and young people and took an interest in what they were doing. Although she did not always understand what her young friends were talking about she tried hard. She said she learnt so many interesting things from them. 





As well as the family there were so many youngsters who touched her life. 


Kerry and Georgia who she watched grow up as she had done with Doreen, their mum. 





Katie and Michael. Vera felt she was blessed to have them as neighbours and to enjoy sharing in their lives. She got busy knitting when she knew Katie was expecting a baby and was looking forward to seeing Molly. 





Daniel always loved Vera but we suspect not quite as much as he loved Flossie (the dog). With Daniel came Russell and Adrian and Vera enjoyed visits and tea parties with them all. Daniel and Christine were regular visitors both at Clematis Villa And later when Vera moved to 'The Views' 





Nicholas and Christopher have always kept Vera on her toes intellectually. She enjoyed some hilarious New Year's Eve's with them playing amy games. 


Although Vera did not know Jacqui from a baby she was privileged to meet Jordan soon after she was born. This year Vera remarked how strange it would be not to go to Jordan's school production as Jordan had changed to secondary school. 


To Philippa (Olive's goddaughter) and Duncan Vera was a sort of Granny. She followed their progress with pride, was so glad to see them both graduate from Uni with good degrees. Vera spent many happy times with them including boxing days which included an extended family. 





Vera had always sewn and made clothes and dolls clothes for Olive on her treadle machine but it was only when she went to live with Olive that her talent really came to light as she had time to be creative. She mastered the computerised sewing machine and made role play and nativity costumes for the nursery. She found a gift for cross stitch, preferring to do small pieces to put on cards. 





Vera got into greeting card making in a big way mastering techniques such as decoupage and quilling with apparent ease. Her stitched cards are exquisite. 


She made small beaded motifs for cards and this year began to make beaded earrings. 





And then there was the knitting. Auntie Pauline had always knitted and although the family knew Vera could knit they had no idea of her talent in this area. She produced lovely knitted toys to a very high standard. She must have knitted hundreds of toys and novelties over the past twenty years. She was always planning the next project. The week before she went into hospital she sent for two new knitting books. 





Vera was always happy to share all that she had material and talent and enjoyed and looked forward to our crafting sessions with friends around the kitchen table. 





Vera enjoyed the simple things of life, her home and the countryside. The year the deer could be seen most morning in the field behind the house was a special one for her. She enjoyed the garden and this year though no longer able to dig, did lots of organising and kept the wall and pots weed free and looking good. 





Although she never learnt to swim Vera loved boats and most holidays she would try to fit in a boat trip. One of her favourites was on a horse drawn narrow boat. 





When Chris had a sailing boat she was nervous about going to sea on it but enjoyed a trip down the River Chelmer. 


Over the last few years Vera enjoyed some happy times on Chris's narrow boat. 


The last of these trips was a cruise to celebrate her 90th birthday last August. 


F or her 90th birthday last year Vera did not want a party because she felt people might be bored but she saw lots of friends on the day then later in the week took some special friends out for the day on Chris's boat. 





Even in her 90th year although she never learnt to drive Vera loved to go out in the sports car with the hood down. Undeterred by how low slung it was she had an 8inch booster cushion so she could see out and then get out. 





Vera loved both the Labradors that we had and missed not having a dog. But over the last few years she has gained such a lot of pleasure and fun from 'her little pussy cat' the Labrador that Pat has let us share with her.  Nutmeg and Vera have had such a special relationship.  Nutmeg is calm and quiet around Vera and responds well to Vera's training commands such as ' please take your nose out of my dishwasher'. 





Vera soon learnt not to take her eye off her wool. Even now as if to make sure Vera is paying attention Nutmeg will occasionally take the wool then sit next to Vera waiting to be asked for it back. 





Vera was a remarkable and very special person. Everyone here today will have memories of her. 


