Big improvements are being planned for Uttlesford’s waste collection service.

Subject to Cabinet approval, the changes will be put in place in Spring 2012 and will give a better waste and recycling collection service to residents. The changes will mean that glass bottles and jars can be put in the green-lidded bin. The brown-lidded bin, which many residents find is too big for their kitchen waste, will be replaced with smaller kitchen caddies.

The council is also looking at the possibility of introducing a subscription-based garden waste collection service – but needs to know now whether residents would be interested in this new service.

The charge for the service would be £40 for the year, plus an additional one-off charge of about £20 to cover the cost of the bin. Residents who pay this subscription will receive an additional wheeled bin which will be the same size as the current green-lidded bin in which they can place all their garden waste. This bin will be emptied fortnightly except between December and March.

Although residents do not need to commit to this service now, if they are interested in it they should register for it during the next few weeks. A simple registration form is available from the homepage of the council’s website at www.uttlesford.gov.uk or at www.uttlesford.gov.uk/recycling
This is the best way to register an interest and the council encourages anyone who can access the internet to use this method. Residents without internet access can call the customer service centre on 01799 510510.

The viability of the garden waste collection service depends on the number of people who register and where they live in the district. Residents can share a bin with a neighbour if they wish.

If the garden waste service is introduced it will mean an end to the current system through which residents have to purchase special sacks from a limited number of outlets. Per litre of waste collected, the new system works out to be cheaper than the current system.

Other changes being planned for next Spring include moving to a four-day week for collections; changes to, or the removal of, the “village skip” green waste collections and ending the village civic amenity skip service. In addition the council is looking at removing public bottle banks from some car parks as these will no longer be needed once residents can recycle glass in their green-lidded bins.

Cllr Susan Barker, Cabinet Member for Environmental Services, said: “These are significant changes that will affect the majority of residents in the district in some way, if only because their collection day will change as a consequence of moving to a four-day week.

“There will be plenty of publicity around the changes as we get closer to next Spring, but we really need to find out now how many people would be interested in the garden waste service. This service can only go ahead if enough people take advantage of it. In September, the Cabinet will be making the final decision about these improvements and at that meeting we will be reporting the potential interest in the garden waste service.

“So if you think you would like to have your garden waste collected from your property, it is very important that you register an interest before the end of August.

“While the current three-bin system has proved very successful and has led to the district having one of the highest recycling rates in the country, there are three issues which over the years people have repeatedly said they would like addressed – the lack of kerbside glass collection, the size of the brown bin and the arrangements for collecting garden waste. I’m very pleased that these proposed changes address all these points and would make the system even better for everyone who uses it.”

The council is able to make these improvements because its fleet of refuse vehicles is up for renewal. There have been significant technological advances since the council last renewed its fleet which means it can take advantage of new multi-stream collection vehicles which allow kitchen waste and recycling/non-recycling to be collected by a single lorry.

In addition, the processing plant where the district’s recycling goes can now accept glass mixed in with other recyclable items.

It is anticipated that these changes will result in significant savings of around £300,000 depending on the exact policy set by the council for delivering the waste service in future years. The council needs to reduce its running costs by £2 million over the next few years because of cuts in central government funding. Savings made from the improvements to the recycling and waste service will go towards this.
To register an interest in the garden waste kerbside collection, please visit www.uttlesford.gov.uk or www.uttlesford.gov.uk/recycling. Residents without internet access should call the customer service centre on 01799 510510.

Ends

