Character Areas

Can Henham be divided into Character Areas

that each have an ‘identity’ of their own?

Consider:

· Parts of the parish may be known by a particular name

· Parts of the parish may be used for a particular purpose

· Parts of the parish may have been built at one time

· Parts of the parish may share similar features or materials even if built at different times

TASK

After discussion:

Mark the different areas on the map(s)

Give each area a name

Explain why each area has its own identity

Start to note defining character (significant buildings, open space, trees, views etc)

Infrastructure

What physical infrastructure does Henham have?

Does it meet the needs of the community now?

Will it meet the needs of the community in the future?

Consider:

· Buildings that provide services for the community

· Highways and footpath routes 

· Protected / sunken lanes

· Telephone and broadband

· Energy and water

Note: housing, employment and open space are being considered by other groups

TASK

After discussion:

Mark the infrastructure on the map (where possible, e.g. buildings, footpaths etc)  

State the types of service provided by each element of infrastructure

Start to note where infrastructure requires improvement to meet current needs 

(or is completely missing)

Start to think about infrastructure needs for the future

Housing and Employment

Where do the residents of Henham work and sleep?

Does the housing mix meet the needs of the community now and in the future?

Are there sufficient local employment opportunities?

Consider:

· The amount of land in the parish that accommodates housing and employment (including farmland)

· The different existing housing types and tenure

· Employment opportunities within the parish and ease of access to employment sites outside the parish

TASK

After discussion:

Indicate on the map the different types of housing 

(e.g. flats, bungalows, rented, owner occupied etc)

Note its suitability for different sections of the community 

(starter homes, small family, large family, elderly with limited mobility etc)

Mark employment sites (including land that is actively farmed) on the map and estimated number/types of jobs provided by each

Start to think about housing and employment needs for the future

Landscape Character, Views and Settlement Edges 
What is the landscape character of Henham?

How is the natural environment managed?

What outdoor leisure needs are fulfilled by the countryside?

Consider:

· River systems, topography, underlying geology

· Woodland and hedgerows

· Biodiversity and wildlife corridors

· Environmental stewardship

· How the countryside is used for leisure

TASK

Read through the Landscape Character Assessment

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/3DA088ED-3EC0-4081-A5C1-889483E6DD02/0/11100101Section70_270906.pdf
(part of Broxted Farmland Plateau – B9 on page 305)

After discussion:

Mark woodland, hedgerows and significant individual trees on the maps (rivers and flood plains are already marked). Are there particular types of trees and vegetation that are distinctive or particular to your area?

Indicate areas of biodiversity value / wildlife corridors

Note the use of buildings and other structures in the countryside

Note areas where there are environmental stewardship schemes (if known)

Note areas of public access / public use for leisure and recreation

Note any important “views into” and “views out of” the village.  (Are there particular areas from within the village or on the edge of the village where there are important views to the surrounding landscape or features within it? Ask yourself the same questions, but this time looking in towards the village from the surrounding landscape, perhaps from local roads and footpaths)

Start to think about existing and future management of the countryside 

Leisure and Recreation

What leisure and recreation activities are available in Henham?

What facilities are available for leisure and recreation?

How are they managed?

Consider:

· Organised sports activities

· Health and well-being activities

· Arts and cultural activities

· Hobbies

· Social activities

· Learning activities

Do the activities, spaces and facilities meet the needs of all ages and abilities?

TASK

After discussion:

Mark the public open space on the map and note how it is used.

(general amenity, wildlife reserve, churchyard, allotment, play, sport etc)

Mark the built facilities on the map and note how they are used. 

Note if provision is targeted at a particular age group / ability.

Note if there are any exclusions / barriers for a particular age group/ ability 

Also note how each of the spaces / facilities are managed.

Start to note where spaces / facilities require improvement to meet current needs. 

Start to think about needs for additional leisure and recreation spaces / facilities.

